The Random Jottings of Donald Jay in Nelson in Pendle Lancashire . 
Massey's Burnley's Famous Brewers 


In Burnley town, the Massey name is well known, For brewing beer, a trade that they had sown, 
Since the Bridge End Brewery in seventeen-fifty, Their beer was loved by many, it was quite 
nifty. 

Edward Stocks Massey was the man in charge, Generous with his wealth, he lived quite large, 
Dabbling in cotton trade, but brewing was his pride, He owned Victoria Mill, Trafalgar Street 
beside. 

The company grew, with over a hundred pubs, Their beer was top-notch, they never needed 
dubs, But trade was poor, starting from nineteen-eight, The future looked bleak, they needed to 
change fate. 

Matthew Brown & Co. Ltd. offered a deal, An exchange of shares, a chance to seal, But it didn't 
happen, Massey's went on their way, Taking over competition to save the day. 

William Astley of Nelson was the first to go, Followed by J. Grimshaw Ltd. and John Kenyon 
Ltd. in tow, Their pub estate grew, reaching over one-fifty, The town of Burnley had a lot of 
Masseys, quite nifty. 

Edward Stocks Massey had a unique clause, In his will, giving his fortune to Burnley's cause, 
But only if his pubs were never closed, Or else the inheritance would be foreclosed. 

The University of Manchester received a gift, From Massey's estate, quite a big lift, With over 
£10,000, they bought a painting, A tribute to Massey's legacy, unrelenting. 

Massey's brewery may be no more, But their legacy lives on, a legend to adore, Their beer, a 
prize stout, still remembered with glee, Burnley's famous brewers, forever in history. 


By Donald Jay 


